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The Paintings of Iona Rozeal Brown 
Inspired by traditional Japanese woodblock printing, Brown’s paintings explore 
Japanese youth’s emulation of Black hip-hop culture. 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Tucson, Arizona, October 15, 2006- The University of Arizona Museum of Art presents a 
selection of paintings by Iona Rozeal Brown from October 26, 2006 to January 7, 2007. 
Brown paints figures in a style appropriated from traditional Japanese woodblock prints 
of samurai, geishas and kabuki actors, and radically transforms them through an overlay 
of hip-hop style. This ongoing project, entitled “a3” (afro-asiatic allegory), emerged from 
the artist’s 2001 encounter with the Japanese phenomenon of ganguro, where teenage 
girls imitate and adopt aspects of African-American culture and fashion, including 
darkened skin and highly-styled hair.  
 
UAMA will hold an opening reception on Thursday, October 26, 2006 from 5:00 pm to 
6:30 pm. The public is invited and admission is free. 
 
Brown, found the ganguro, which translates literally as “black face”, both fascinating and 
troublesome. She sums up her reaction to ganguro culture: “I felt stung. They were 
imitating me – a black person – in a way that was neither flattering nor historically 
sensitive. My work speaks to how we assume new identities through clothes, hair, and 
makeup. To the ganguro, it’s all just drag.”  
 
The artist is concerned with the stylistic appropriation of African-American cultural 
forms and consumer identities. Her distinctive work combines a layering of textures, 
forms and colors in flat, patterned paintings on paper. Her paintings feature figures with 
dangling cornrows, prominent afros, and the high-bling markers of American hip-hop 
iconography. Brown found her pictorial inspiration in the art of Ukiyo-e, or “The 
Floating World”, that reached a peak during the Edo period in nineteenth-century Japan. 
While the traditional woodblock prints of this period depicted the hedonism of an 
emerging merchant class, Brown’s paintings capture the flash of Ukiyo-e actors, 
courtesans and geishas in a contemporary context.  
 
Born in Washington, D.C., in 1966, Iona Rozeal Brown earned a BFA from the San 
Francisco Art Institute and an MFA from Yale University in 2002. Brown has had solo 
exhibitions in Los Angeles, Atlanta, Miami, San Francisco, New York and Washington, 
D.C. Her work was featured in Black Belt at the Studio Museum in Harlem, in New 
Visions: Emerging Trends in African American Art at the Smithsonian, and a3: black on 
both sides, at Spelman College in Atlanta. 
  
Celebrating our 50th anniversary, the University of Arizona Museum of Art encompasses 
one of the premier collections of European, early American and 20th-century art in the 
Southwest. The Museum also presents changing exhibits that feature the work of 
distinguished as well as emerging artists. UAMA is one of the only twelve museums in 
Arizona accredited by the American Association of Museums (AAM) and one of only 



750 museums nationwide that has earned this highest award for excellence in the 
museum field. 
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