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Out of the Past: UAMA at Fifty 
An Abundant Legacy: Celebrating the UAMA Collections 
The University of Arizona Museum of Art presents two 50th Anniversary exhibitions that 
evoke the Museum’s history and look at its evolution from vastly different perspectives.   
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Tucson, Arizona, January 10, 2007 – The University of Arizona Museum of Art is pleased 
to present two exhibitions: An Abundant Legacy: Celebrating the UAMA Collections 
from January 18 to March 11, 2007 and Out of the Past: UAMA at Fifty from January 18 
to March 18, 2007. UAMA will hold an opening reception on Thursday, January 18, 
2007 from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm. The public is invited and admission is free. 
 
These two exhibitions employ the UA Museum of Art’s extraordinary collections to look 
back and celebrate a half-century of institutional growth and change.  
An Abundant Legacy: Celebrating the UAMA Collections presents works that reveal the 
roles of our directors and patrons in developing the UAMA collections. The exhibition tells 
a story of collaboration and shared vision. A section on the “Foundational Years” features 
major gifts made prior to formal consolidation of the museum. The story continues through 
the early tenures of Robert M. Church and William E. Steadman, Jr., and moves through later 
decades of significant growth under Dr. Peter Bermingham and Charles A. Guerin, the 
Museum’s current director.  
 
Organizing the Museum’s signature works in this fashion reveals the importance of 
relationships — local, national and international; individual and institutional —in 
sustaining, enriching and promoting the Museum as a resource for Tucson’s communities 
and the world at large. 
 
Out of the Past: UAMA at Fifty recreates the exhibition setting of an earlier age to 
underscore the role design plays in framing our encounter with and understanding of the 
visual arts. By reconstructing traditional display conventions that may seem quaint today, 
the exhibition provokes a collision between past and present, offering visitors an 
opportunity to consider installation design as a medium in its own right — one often 
unacknowledged, but nonetheless caught in complex relation to history, ideology, politics 
and taste.  Based on a repository of photographs that document UAMA installations from 
the late 1950s through the early1970s, Out of the Past makes explicit the many decisions 
that comprise museum exhibition design.  
 
More than just a window on history, Out of the Past invites visitors to question 
expectations about the museum experience, and to consider the ways that museums 
construct meaning and memory.  
 
The University of Arizona Museum of Art encompasses one of the premier collections of 
European, early American and 20th-century art in the Southwest. The Museum also 
presents changing exhibits that feature the work of distinguished as well as emerging 



artists. UAMA is one of the only twelve museums in Arizona accredited by the American 
Association of Museums (AAM) and one of only 750 museums nationwide that has earned 
this highest award for excellence in the museum field. 
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