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Artist Turner G. Davis boldly fuses childhood wonder  
and darker realities.  
Exhibition Dates: January 31 – March 23, 2008 

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:           
Tucson, Arizona, January 15, 2008 – The University of Arizona Museum of Art proudly 
presents Turner G. Davis: Fantastic Worlds, an exhibition of recent work by Phoenix-based 
painter Turner G. Davis. An emerging artist with deep roots in the Tucson community, Davis’s 
work boldly addresses the tensions wrought between childhood innocence and adult realities, 
with the result being paintings and drawings of distinctive imagination.  
 
• UAMA hosts an opening reception on Friday, February 1, from 6 to 7:30 pm for Davis in 

conjunction with the exhibition Laylah Ali: Drawings from the Typology Series.  

• Turner G. Davis will present a visiting artist lecture on Sunday, February 17, 2008 at 1 pm.  
• The artist will lead a studio drawing workshop at UAMA on Saturday, March 1, 2008  

from 1 to 4 pm.  
• UAMA events are always open to the public and admission is always free.  
 
About the exhibition 

Fantastic Worlds features a variety of works and media, ranging from large charcoals and oil on 
canvas to small inks on paper. Unusually prolific and experimental, Davis is deeply engaged 
with figuration and narrative provocation. His images, whether lavishly wrought or intentionally 
simplified, suggest sleight of hand and cloaked truths; far away worlds of little jokes and 
mysteries; and childlike wonder tinged with Gothic drama. His work is enlivened by a distinctive 
tension: between a clear-eyed, playful innocence, and the equivocating forces of adult experience 
and darker imaginings. The surprise — the beauty — forged in that tension is the signature of 
Davis’s oeuvre.  
 
The storytelling that infuses the work is also an essential aspect of Davis’s art making process. 
His ideas arrive, he explains, in two ways: “Either I sketch it out and see at least a glimmer of 
what will come at the end. Or I just start making marks and wait for the moment of clarity.” 
 
About the artist 

Born in 1971, Turner G. Davis was raised in the artists’ community of Rancho Linda Vista, just 
outside of Oracle, Arizona. He received a BFA from the University of Arizona in 1993 and an 
MFA under the tutelage of Grace Hartigan and Sam Gilliam at the Hoffberger School of 
Painting at the Maryland Institute College of Art in 1996. His work has been included in group 
exhibitions in the United States and Canada, and has been the focus of solo presentations at Riva 
Yares Gallery (Scottsdale, AZ / Santa Fe, NM) which represents his work, and at Rancho Linda 
Vista Gallery. 



Turner G. Davis is the son of James G. Davis, is a well-known artist with strong ties to UA and 
the Tucson arts community. Following the distinguished tenure of the senior Davis on the UA 
School of Arts faculty, UAMA presented a retrospective of his work in 2004. A look at the work 
of father and son reveals that both are working on somewhat parallel tracks, but taking vastly 
different approaches.   
 
Fantastic Worlds at the University of Arizona Museum of Art marks Turner G. Davis’s solo 
museum exhibition debut, and is accompanied by a catalog with a forward by UAMA executive 
director, Charles A. Guerin, and a curatorial essay by UAMA chief curator, Dr. Lisa Fischman.   
 
The University of Arizona Museum of Art encompasses one of the premier collections of European, 
early American and 20th-century art in the region. The Museum also presents changing exhibitions that 
feature the work of established as well as emerging artists. UAMA is one of only twelve museums in 
Arizona accredited by the American Association of Museums (AAM) and one of only 750 museums 
nationwide that has earned this highest award for excellence in the museum field. 
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